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I. The Son's Redemption, Speaking Forth the Accomplishment of God's Eternal Purpose (Eph.
1:7-12)

7 In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of offenses, according to the riches
of His grace,

8 Which He caused to abound to us in all wisdom and prudence,

9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in
Himself,

10 Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ, the things in the
heavens and the things on the earth, in Him;

11 In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been predestinated according to the
purpose of the One who works all things according to the counsel of His will,

12 That we would be to the praise of His glory who have first hoped in Christ.

Note for “economy” in verse 10: “Or, plan. The Greek word, oikonomia, means house law, household
management or administration, and derivatively, administrative dispensation, plan, economy (see note
43 in 1 Tim. 1). The economy that God, according to His desire, planned and purposed in Himself is to
head up all things in Christ at the fullness of the times. This is accomplished through the dispensing of
the abundant life supply of the Triune God as the life factor into all the members of the church that they
may rise up from the death situation and be attached to the Body.”

Note for “head up” in verse 10: “God made Christ the Head over all things (v. 22). Through all the
dispensations of God in all the ages, all things will be headed up in Christ in the new heaven and new
earth. That will be God’s eternal administration and economy. Thus, the heading up of all things is the
issue of all the items covered in vv. 3-9. Verse 22 reveals further that this heading up is to the church so
that the Body of Christ may share in all that is of Christ as the Head, having been rescued from the heap
of the universal collapse in death and darkness, which was caused by the rebellion of the angels and the
rebellion of man. The believers participate in this heading up by being willing to be headed up in the
church life, by growing in life, and by living under Christ’s light (John 1:4; Rev. 21:23-25). When
everything is headed up in Christ, there will be absolute peace and harmony (lsa. 2:4; 11:6; 55:12; Psa.
96:12-13), a full rescue out of the collapse. This will begin from the time of the restoration of all things
(Acts 3:21).”



The Spirit's Sealing and Pledging, Speaking Forth the Application of God's Accomplished
Purpose (Eph. 1: 13-14)

13 In whom you also, having heard the word of the truth, the gospel of your salvation, in Him also
believing, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of the promise,

14 Who is the pledge of our inheritance unto the redemption of the acquired possession, to the praise
of His glory.

Note for “sealed” in verse 13: “To be sealed with the Holy Spirit is to be marked with the Holy Spirit as a
living seal. We have been designated as God’s inheritance (v. 11). At the time we were saved, God put
His Holy Spirit into us as a seal to mark us out, indicating that we belong to God. The Holy Spirit, who is
God Himself entering into us, causes us to bear God’s image, signified by the seal, thus making us like
God.”

Note for “pledge” in verse 14: “Or, foretaste, guarantee. l.e., token payment; a partial payment in
advance, guaranteeing the full payment. Since we are God’s inheritance, the Holy Spirit is a seal upon us.
Since God is our inheritance, the Holy Spirit is a pledge to us of this inheritance. God gives His Holy Spirit
to us not only as a guarantee of our inheritance, securing our heritage, but also as a foretaste of what
we will inherit of God, affording us a taste beforehand of the full inheritance. In ancient times the Greek
word for pledge was used in the purchasing of land. The seller gave the purchaser some soil as a sample
from the land. Hence, a pledge, according to ancient Greek usage, is also a sample. The Holy Spirit is the
sample of what we will inherit of God in full.”

(Scripture quotations and footnotes are from the Recovery Version of the Bible.)



